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THE THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE

By Chris Welty

(reproduced with permission from the Author)

There is nothing like Spring for reminding me how much I love 911s. There is no other car on Earth quite like it, and owning one had always been one of my dreams. Having a 911, however, can frequently be a little less dream-like. Readers of this column are familiar with my experiences at Watkins’s Glen, and my adventure with a blown CD box in the middle of Indiana, but actually these are not the kinds of things I am referring to. All cars break down from time to time, and I’m convinced that a cared-for 911 is far more reliable than any other car.

No, the things I am talking about are in many ways rather peculiar to the 911, and some of them can only be experienced by someone who drives a 911 all the time. I suppose that it is only fair to admit that owning a 911, for me, implies both owning much older ones and maintaining them myself. I have, therefore, no first-hand knowledge of what owning a new 911 is like, though normally that wouldn’t stop me from writing about it anyway.

First of all, if you own a 911 you better learn to love oil. You better learn to really just adore oil. You should love to see it, breath it, get it on your hands, face, clothes, floor, kids, and especially under your fingernails. You also better love buying it... often. Very often. All the time. Consider having a local gas station install an oil pump so you can just pull in and fill it up (and, of course, love doing it).

Loving oil is not really that hard a thing to do. An oil stained floor is obviously very attractive, and the oil itself, standing gin beautiful spectral pools that shimmer like a gateway to some dark and magical other world, is one of those natural wonders that continues to surpass all of man’s efforts to create beauty.

Be careful, however, that you don’t start loving oil, and the sight of it, so much that you avoid purchasing kitty litter, or some other thing that will absorb oil off the floor. Despite the visual splendor, oil is, like most true art, fairly dangerous and objectionable in a number of ways, and generally a good thing to clean up.

This brings me to my next point. It is probably OK not to love kitty litter so much as long as, like me, you gain an appreciation for cardboard.

I love cardboard. It is such a wonderful brown colour. I love particularly the corrugations, and I really hate non-corrugated cardboard, it is entirely useless, and has no character whatsoever.

My garage floor is essentially paved with nice brown corrugated cardboard, which is decorated with numerous lovely dark spots of fragrant oil. This kind of deviant artistic appreciation is characteristic of the true-hearted 911 owner. It would be hard to accurately convey my elation when I get brand new cardboard, and imagine how it might look after a few drops of oil have leaked onto it.

I often find humor in novice 911 owners who worry when they notice their cars leaking oil. I suppose they don’t have any cardboard that needs spotting, and they probably don’t realize that leaking oil keeps the heat exchangers from rusting, and is also a sign that you actually have oil in your car. This may come as a surprise, but aside from the obvious decorative and rust preventing properties of oil, it also fills a fairly important role in the engine as a lubricant! Oil is an amazing substance, and there plenty of good reasons to love it.

One of the truly unique design features of 911s is the lack of what in more recent years has come to be called “climate control”. Climate control is one of those 90’s politically correct; you have to call a guy with no legs “challenged”, and you have to call a car with a heating system “climate controlled”. Conversely you call a guy with two legs “unchallenged”, and you call a car with no heat “cold”.

Most 911 owners don’t bother driving their cars when it’s cold and will give explanations usually relating cold weather to rust. These kinds of excuses are actually lame attempts to avoid saying that their cars are climatically challenged. Clearly the true 911 owner knows that there is enough oil leaking to prevent any rust from forming, regardless of weather conditions.

Shivering in the driver’s seat is certainly one of the more romantic parts of driving a 911, but families, spouses, and people-you-are-trying-to-impress usually aren’t too fond of the experience. My autonomic nervous system has a built-in mechanism that forces the words, “how could you be cold?” out of my mouth as soon as my internal body temperature drops below 97 degrees.

This feature is particularly enhanced on SCs, where fairly unsympathetic Porsche engineers added a blower fan on the engine that would blow air over the heat exchangers regardless of engine speed. The fan they chose, however, lasts about two months, and when not working actually inhibits the airflow from the engine fan over the heat exchangers and into the passenger compartment. This has the effect of making the “improved” SC heating system colder than the unimproved heating system on earlier cars, and of course, I love it.

For the benefit of slightly less enthusiastic passengers suffering from hypothermia, I have developed a neat little trick that usually bring on the heat in SCs: open the sunroof. If you have a 911SC without a sunroof, then turn it into a “track car” (or sell it to someone who will) and get one that does so you can have heat. That is, heat for your passengers.

The sunroof trick only works when the car is moving and the windows are closed, and the rest of the heating system  has to be intact. I’m a lot better at obfuscating than explaining things (which is why I became a college professor), but the reason this works is actually quite similar to the reason planes fly. The fast-moving air going past the sunroof sucks air out of your car, and if the heater vents are open it will draw air over the heat exchangers, which is what the non-functional heater fan was supposed to do in the first place. This, obviously, creates a multi-dimensional time/space vortex through which the particles of cold air are transubstantiated into particles of warm air from another universe. The result in an increase in entropy, which is manifested as heat in your car.

The sunroof trick also has the advantage of making people think you’re nuts. “I’m freezing! Why are you opening the sunroof?”. You just smile enigmatically in response and watch their expression as they suddenly warm up. This takes us full circle, because the expression of wonder at the flow of warm air is usually replaced by a wrinkled nose and the standard, “What’s that smell?”.

If your car is leaking properly, then the heat exchangers should have a nice sealing coat of oil on them, and when this oil heats up, it produces the peculiar odor of burning oil, a fragrance that warms the cockles of the true 911 owner’s heart, and sours the nostrils of various non-believers. Tobacco smokers can probably understand this experience, although I don’t let anyone smoke in my car since I can’t stand the smell.

All in all, a 911 owner, like the cars themselves, are a singular breed. Where others see problems and compromise, we see enduring qualities that make the experiencing of driving a 911 that much more enjoyable.
WANNA RACE?

By Ken Glover

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to drive an open wheel race car?  You can find out at the Derek Daly Academy of High Performance Driving in Las Vegas.  I’d often pondered following our Club’s racers, but the time and resource commitments seemed pretty steep just to try it out.  So when my wife announced last November that she was going to Las Vegas for six days in April to watch the World Championship Dressage Event, I quickly checked the internet and found that Derek Daly was offering a three day open wheel course on days 2, 3 and 4 of her planned 6 day trip so I booked it - $3,500USD - yikes! But I’m worth it – right?  They take your money when you book and there’s no refunds – so you’re committed!!  They have all sorts of information on hotels and maps with directions, etc.  Las Vegas Motor Speedway is a $250 million facility including a NASCAR tri-oval, a dirt track oval and two changeable road courses, all 25 minutes north by Interstate freeway from the Las Vegas strip.  The staff are extremely friendly and let me tour their facility, even the shop, the afternoon before the course started.  All they said was wear a cotton t-shirt and shorts.

The next morning I arrived at 7:30 for registration with 11 other wanna-be’s – including three PCA’ers (two Club Racers), a father/son duo, Wallstreet, Hollywood, Edmonton dirt track oval racer and a driver/mechanic team.  After a 1 ½ hour technical and safety session we all got fitted for boots, helmets and suits and boarded a 15 passenger van to drive down to the education courses.  One of the instructors was driving the van and drove us through the three exercises that we would be doing that day and then we returned to the classroom.  We were split up into four groups of three with one instructor per group.  Two groups (mine included) were told to go get into the 6 Formula cars to take them down to the training area.

The cars are incredible.  Purpose built Formula 2000 (Fords), 1,100lbs., 135 horsepower, straight cut racing transmissions, cockpits with Velcro padding to get that perfect snug fit for every driver - and brand new Goodyear street tires!  The cars are built in three tub sizes – small, medium and large – I was fitted with the later and shared it with Edmonton and we only needed to change two of the Velcro pads when we were swapping back and forth. 

It takes a while to slip into the cockpit, get belted into the five point harness, put the wheel on and then put your helmet on and adjust the mirrors.  Finally, we’re all ready and told to fire up.  The bark and snarl of 8 open tubular exhaust motors is intoxicating.  It’s 8 because there are two instructor cars, too!  They told us first gear was very long - pulling about 75 miles an hour.  I only stalled twice trying to get launched and then we putted down the road a ½ mile to the training grounds.  We were going to use the 1 ½ mile “south infield course” with ten turns – but not on day 1.  On day 1 there are four in-car sessions, two in the Formula cars, one in a lane change exercise driving BMW Z3’s (similar to our driver skill school that Ernie Kowal ran earlier this April) and one session in the BMW Skid Car.  The Z3’s are Dinan chipped with all electronic stability and ABS systems disabled.  This session shows you how slow you react when traveling at 50 miles an hour.  We were all convinced that the lights were changing a third of the way into the simulated traffic intersection – then they showed us the lights were tripping the instant we entered the intersection.  It’s scary how slow our reactions are at only 50 miles per hour.  

The Skid Car session was fun.  The BMW 318i could be electronically switched from regular set-up to understeer to oversteer to show how each set-up handled differently and learn how to drive the corners to compensate for these differences.  I was able to complete a 360 degree spin and carry on in the same direction that I was going.  Great fun!!

The Formula car session (actually one double session) was focused on driving an oval swiftly.  At Derek Daly, they teach fast in, fast out driving and concentrate efforts on effective trailbraking.  This first session we learned proper heel/toe technique, threshold braking and trailbraking.  The day went quickly and we packed it in about 3:30 – not quite the 8 to 4 schedule we were told.  I felt good, not tired and was looking forward to the next two days on the track.  Our homework included drawing the line and apexes on the 10 turn road course and studying the SCCA rules for our licensing exam. 

The next morning the sun was shining and I was on the road before 7:00 a.m, picked up a coffee and Danish and arrived at 7:30 a.m.  The Formula cars were already out and ready to go.  All had been safety inspected since yesterday’s driving, all fluids topped up and the cars were cleaned.  We started before 8:00 a.m. with another tech session reviewing braking points, turn-in points, trailbrake areas, throttle on points, apexes and the LINE to follow, the curbs and rumble strips to run up on and the optimum shift points for all ten corners.  We were also reminded of the safety issues.

Then we all piled into the 15 passenger van for a few recognizance laps around the course.  It is basically a flat course – safe to run off!  The first van lap was at street speed with constant commentary from the instructor about what we should be doing throughout the lap, then a faster lap followed by a very fast lap.  It’s amazing how fast a 15 passenger van with 13 aboard can complete the lap with an experienced driver and still appear to be in complete control.  

Back to the classroom, then six students drive the Formula cars down and six are in the van.  Our 1st session in the morning included laps following the instruction on the LINE and then building speed.  Safety is always preached and taught – racing is a gentlemen’s sport we are reminded.  They stretch us out, the instructor pulls off and we’re off on free laps.  I’m amazed at the car’s abilities – its brakes and handling are incredible and we’re on Goodyear street tires!  The clutchless up shifts are the same as speed shifts on motorcycles – slightly off the gas, a half inch movement of the shift lever and back on the gas.  The heel/toe downshifts are cumbersome at first, especially under full braking.  Speeds increase quickly as we become more familiar with the use of the controls.  Gaining confidence in the brakes helps too! I’m amazed at how well these Goodyear street tires with 440 treadwear compound grip this track.  When our session ends, we switch with the other group and meet with our instructor for valuable tips for improvement.  Then out we go in the van and watch the other group in each of the corners so we can try to learn from our instructor pointing out their mistakes and when they get it right.  We then do a second session, then its lunch for 45 minutes, another short refresher tech and safety session and back on the track.

At Derek Daly they have three mechanics at the track for the six cars.  The cars are refueled and checked over during lunch and then there are three more driving sessions and three instruction sessions in the afternoon.  Half way through the afternoon the cars are refueled and checked over once again and you can ask that shift levers be tightened or any number of adjustments be made at this time.  The afternoon sessions are all recorded and then downloaded to laptops for further analysis of your driving through every corner and on every straight.  The fastest individual lap times are going to be used for setting the grid for the practice rolling starts the next morning.  These sessions are now all out, go for it sessions.  Exhilarating!! 

My group includes the father/son tandem and the other group we run with includes the PCA’ers.  I beat the 30 year PCA veteran racer by a tick in the first two afternoon sessions so got the pole.  Apparently, they don’t count the times in the last session of the day because that’s when fatigue sets in and mistakes are made, especially after a long hot day at the track.  While I concentrated on line and technique in the last session, the PCA’er from Omaha was having nothing of a rookie beating him and did manage to beat my time by 1/10th.  I am exhausted, too pumped to realize the beating my body has taken including a bruised left elbow, bruised right tricep, blistered left hand and scraped right knuckles from the 2-3 shift.  This day finished about 5:30 p.m., so my concerns from the previous day have been eliminated.

I was beat – drove back to the hotel, went straight to the pool for a splash and some beers. More SCCA reading (boring) and then closed my eyes and visualized several laps – down the front straight – exit corner 10 in 2nd gear, redline, lift gas and shift to 3rd, back on the gas, redline, lift and shift 4th, locate brake reference, hard on the brake to threshold, clutch in, maintain threshold brake pressure, blip throttle, shift to 3rd, clutch out, maintain threshold brake pressure, clutch in while blipping throttle, shift to 2nd, clutch out, pick up turn reference and locate apex, start trailbraking, squeeze on the throttle to full throttle in 2nd at the apex for the high speed corner (EK-think corner 1 at Mid-Field), constant steering input out to the rumble strips and pickup the line into corner 2, etc., etc., and repeat for all 10 corners.  In the time it took you to read that I have completed half a lap.  And that was one of the easier corners.  Tomorrow was going to be flying starts and passing drills in the morning followed by more track time and open lapping.

Thankfully there were clouds the next morning and hopefully it was going to be a cooler day than yesterday.  Again, I left early, just after 6:30 a.m. to pickup my morning meal and to get there early enough to walk the track.  The cars are all ready and waiting for us, the instructors are already checking the course and I actually feel late – although I was the first student there at 7:15 a.m. for an 8:00 a.m. start.  I make note of a few things during the walk but found the visualization exercises at the pool were much more effective.

Back to the class, we review the concepts for the passing drill and the flying starts, (i.e. drag races down the straight away and the last to brake wins).  We’re told that if we successfully negotiate the corner without incident they’ll let us do it again up to four times.  Then into the van for a couple more hot laps with commentary and then back to the Formula cars to head out to the course.  The first session is passing, our group of six first and I’m first behind the instructor – one warm up lap following his line, then I pass him going into turn 7, he follows me for a lap, then he passes me going into turn 7.  I pass him three times, he passes me twice, then I go do some open lapping.  This time, because I’m first, I get an open track for eight laps. What a feeling! When the last of the group finishes the drill we trade off with the other group and receive some more instructor analysis from the five laps the instructor spent with each person and then we get some more instruction about the flying starts we’re going to attempt.  

What a blast the starts were.  The PCA’er and I are in the front row.  Personally, I think I won all four but this is a gentleman’s sport, so I gave him the benefit of the doubt in two of them.  Word was I had a fresher engine but then again I’m in a large framed car and outweigh him by 40lbs.  Whatever! I knew that my engine would pull the 5700 before the rev limiter cut in and I seemed to pull away at the 1-2 and 2-3 shifts, so maybe he was shifting at the 5500 redline and it wasn’t the motor …. It was a great way to finish before lunch.  

After lunch it was three more timed sessions.  It was great fun – everyone was into it and I was having a great time.  Corners 1, 2, 6 and 7 were my weaknesses but I could make it up in 3, 4, 5 and 8, 9, 10 where I could match or better the instructor standards according to the graphs.  I finally got so frustrated with corner 1 that I ended up sliding right off the end in 2nd gear and forgot everything I had been taught – I locked up the brakes and slid right into the gravel instead of lifting off and letting the tires gain traction for the corner.  It cost me about 5 laps while I was being pulled out but luckily there was no damage – these cars are tough.  My fastest lap was 1.16.1, PCA got a 1.16.05 in the last session of the course and apparently John the racer in the other group got a 1.15.9 or something in his last session as well.  The instructor standard time was 1.14.5.  I was surprised how uncompetitive I was in that last afternoon.  There did not seem to be any need to be the fastest or the best.  I was comfortably turning 1.16.5’s whenever I had a clear lap but always seemed to blow any of corners 1, 2, 6 or 7 and never managed to put together a complete lap.  Using the track flags to reorder drivers, the instructors let PCA and I do hot laps together and did their best to give us clear tracks to play with.  I’d lead for 2 laps then be signaled to let him pass and then he’d lead for 2 laps and so on.  I was having so much fun at this point that I forgot to concentrate on improving my technical driving and just solely concentrated on having fun.

That would be my only regret, losing focus that last afternoon.  We all qualified for SCCA Regional Competition licenses.  The whole Derek Daly experience exceeded my expectations, both the cars and the instruction.  They do have a 1 day advanced course where they put you on slicks and lap times drop another six seconds … maybe next year.
PCA 50th Anniversary and Membership Station at the Portland International Raceway Porscheplatz (Porsche Corral) for the ALMS race weekend

 July 29-31, 2005
There will be a PCA 50th Anniversary and Membership station within the Porscheplatz at Portland International Raceway from Friday, July 29th through Sunday, July 31st. The Porscheplatz is hosted by Porsche Cars North America and Porsche Motorsport North America with the cooperation of the International Motor Sports Association (IMSA) and the American Le Mans Series (ALMS). There will be scheduled appearances by Porsche race drivers for informal talks and autographs. In addition, IMSA will offer supervised Parade laps of the track with a two lap maximum open to the first 100 registered Porsches on a first come, first serve basis. Registration for the Parade Laps will be at the Porscheplatz tent for credentialed Porscheplatz participants only (available at entrance at no cost to Porsche cars, owners and companions - track ticket required). Special features for the weekend will include a "Long Distance Award," raffle drawings for an "Honorary Pit Crew Member" with an ALMS Porsche race team, a "Hot Pit" escorted tour, two passes to the "Victory Circle" celebration, a behind the scenes Paddock tour of Porsche race teams and a "Celebrity Car Show." Round three of the IMSA Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge Series will take place at Portland. For information contact Linda Bein, 541-593-9105, porsha@bendnet.com and also visit the IMSA website, www.imsaracing.net for the latest event schedule and special ticket pricing. Parking in the Porscheplatz will be for Porsches only. "For Sale" signs on cars and camping will not be permitted. For drawings and awards, participants must be present to win.

            Three Days of Porsche Fun in Colorado

Alpine Mountain Region’s Rocky Mountain High

August 19-21, 2005
It’s time to plan for the big multi-event weekend of the summer.  August 19-21, get ready for Rocky Mountain High.  

On Friday, August 19th we’ll begin with a scenic driving tour, taking in some fun Porsche mountain roads, with the usual array of interesting stops and sights along the way.  The tour will wind up in beautiful Salida, CO that evening.  We have a very nice hotel picked out, and a great rate of $60 arranged for our group.

Saturday, we’ll head over to Canon City, CO via the best canyon drive in the state, for a half-day rafting trip through Royal Gorge.  The trip is sure to please everyone from the first-time rafter to the experienced thrill seeker.  The Gorge is truly spectacular, over 1000 feet in depth, and we’ll pass under the highest suspension bridge in the world, which spans the chasm.

Once we’re done with rafting, we’ll stop at a terrific spot you won’t want to miss for a great family style dinner, before ending up in Manitou Springs, at the base of Pikes Peak.  There, we have negotiated special rates ranging from $97.50 to $121.50 (many of the rooms have two bedrooms if you want to share) at the historic El Colorado Lodge, built in the early 1900s, featuring unique adobe architecture and a southwestern flair.

To wrap up a great weekend, on Sunday, we make the very short drive into Old Colorado City for the Good Times Car Show, joining many other marques and enthusiasts in one of the best car shows in Colorado.  Prizes and lots of fun.  

If you can’t make it to all three days of the event, you’re welcome to pick and choose just those activities you can attend.

We have very limited hotel space, so fill out the special registration form on the next page, get it in to us ASAP along with your registration check, and follow the instructions to make your hotel reservations.

We look forward to seeing everyone for this fun filled weekend.

Chris & Kathleen Lennon 

kklennon@adelphia.net
Bogus Basin Bacchanalia May 27-29 in Idaho

The Silver Sage Region will again host the Bogus Basin Bacchanalia (BBB) weekend that includes PCA’s only hillcross. The 2005 version is a multi-region event that includes the hillcross, a rally and a mystery event on Memorial Day weekend, May 27-29, 2005. 

The BBB weekend starts with registration and a get-acquainted dinner on Friday evening in the Pioneer Lodge at the Bogus Basin ski area, 16 miles north of Boise, Idaho. Saturday is for the hillcross, where you can drive your Porsche as it was meant to be driven: safe, fast and on a beautiful stretch of winding mountain road. The course is nearly two miles long and features six tight turns and over 500 feet of elevation gain. Kim John Crumb in his 928 set the hill record for Porsches of 2:01.549 in 1999 on the recently repaved road. If you want to be challenged by the BBB hillcross, be sure to register early since the number of entrants in the hillcross is limited. Saturday ends with dinner and partying in the lodge. Sunday is reserved for rallyists to tour scenic parts of southwest Idaho. The day ends with the awards banquet at the lodge. Sometime during the weekend, a mystery event will take place. Since it’s a mystery, that’s all you get to know for now. 

Those of you who attended the 2002 Porsche Parade in Boise may have seen the course. Now is the time to come back to Boise to drive it and to experience more of our unmatched hospitality.

You can learn more about BBB and get an application form after April 1 by visiting the Silver Sage Region’s web site at www.pca.org/ss. Information is also available from Registrar Walt Thode, 547 Balmoral Rd., Boise, ID 83702, (208) 363-9169, wthode@rmci.net.
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The Editor’s Column





By David Manchip





WANTED: Looking for  a set of original 5 spoke (Fuchs) rims for  a  1969 912 and they are 5 bolt pattern. Also need a set of 4 seat belts with the retractors for the forward belts, would be great, either black or beige. Contact Carl Latzel at mlsman@shaw.ca.
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Twenty-eight drivers attended our car control clinic on April 3. Ken Glover treated all of us to a fine cook out of smokies at lunchtime. There were many first time club members and guests entered and it was apparent by the big grins on their faces that they had a good time. Thanks to the instructors and volunteers for their help in ensure a safe and fun event. I will be holding an advanced school in July and look forward to a great turnout for that a well.





On April 9th the first Autocross of the year was held at U-Vic’s parking lot #4. The area we have to use has been reduced by 60 feet resulting in an entirely different look to the lot. We may have to try and negotiate some of that space back in order to conduct safe events at U-Vic.


Jeremy Moss in his 911 Turbo was top time of the day followed in second overall by yours truly in the 914. Ken Glover in his C-2 Turbo was third overall. Al Kyle was out with his 944 Turbo and really did quite well; Ernie Yakimovich drove the Boxster S as the Eagle is under construction. Peter Plasterer made an appearance after too long an absence. New comers Lorne Andras and Barb Butler did well in their race prepped 944. Calvin Lee showed up with new tires, sway bars and shocks, about 3 seconds quicker than last year, A lot of sticky tire on the cars and that’s good to see. Good to see Mike Woods again, awfully quick for being away for a while. Carl Latzel and the C-4 looked good out there as well





Thanks to Conrad Peden and the guys for being there at 8:00 a.m. to setup the course and to Cheryl, Marnie and Larry from the Corvette club for helping with the timing and starting duties. Our new display board was a hit with all and it was very entertaining to see the competitor’s times without having to go the timing table.





For the members who will not be going the Crown Isle affair on the 13-15 of May, there is the first of the Island Autocross Championship series Autocrosses on Saturday morning May 14 at 8:00 a.m. If all goes well you still could make the banquet at Crown Isle after the event is over. Contact Brian Nutt if you think you might like to do that.





See you at the next Regional event.








CONE CORNER





THE COMPETITION DIRECTOR’S COLUMN





By ERNIE KOWAL











For Sale - Dunlop SP Sport 9090 tires used. Came off Boxster S. 2 Fronts - 225/40ZR18 8/32 tread left - New is 10/32. 2 Rears - 265/35ZR18 5/32 tread left - New is 8/32. Porsche rated N-0. Buy all four for $500.00. Contact Ron Young 250-758-3364 or golfster986@shaw.ca.
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CLASSIFIEDS





For Sale; 1977 Porsche 924. 80,000 original kilometers. Car runs well but requires body and interior restoration primarily. Never driven in winter and basically rust free. Factory manuals included. For more complete details & photos contact - Wally Cencich @; 1-250-642-2239 or  �HYPERLINK "mailto:wallyc@telus.net"��wallyc@telus.net�.























FOR SALE: I have a pair of stainless sports exhaust tips for sale.  Tips came off of my 2003 996 very recently. Please contact Mark Cosway via e-mail at �HYPERLINK "mailto:mcosway@telus.net"��mcosway@telus.net�.

















FOR SALE: Performance winter tires for 996.  Dunlop Winter Sport M2 tires.  Approximately 1,500KM use.  Purchased November 2003.  Fronts 225/40 VR18, rears 265/35 VR18.  Purchased for 996 ’03 C4S.  $1,800 for the set.  New cost is $2,600 and difficult to acquire.  Please call Mark at (250) 598-6509.
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Wow- May already and we’re in full swing.  We’ve already had a car wash and detailing session, a couple of breakfast drives, a weekend getaway, a drivers’ skills course and an autocross event at UVic.  





For those of you who have missed those events, we’ve been spreading the word that Canada Direct Insurance for our fleet of Porsches seems to be very reasonable compared to other insurance costs.  Others have been lamenting about their high insurance costs and it seems that some who have switched are saving $200 to $300 per year per vehicle.  CDI only takes drivers with exemplary driving records and that is how their rates can be so reasonable.  It may be worth while for you to check them out.








FOR SALE: 1990 Porsche 944S2 engine 16 valve, 3L, 4 cylinder. 70,000 kms, excellent condition, complete. Asking $5,000. Also have many Porsche 944 parts: Brakes, suspension parts, 944 Turbo rolling body, dash, interior parts, transmission, 944 S2 parts, 911 Carrera tail. Call Peter  at  (250) 479-9192.

















FOR SALE: Four 17 inch wheels to fit Boxster or 996 and 3 Hoosiers with only 2 track days on each. One rear is missing (blown at Sebring). Wheels and tires are in Canmore. Asking $CAN 1,000.00. I paid $US 1,200.00 for the wheels new and $US 200.00 for each tire. Contact Mike at mhershorn@aol.com or (954) 614-2326.











�





FOR SALE: Beautiful set of rims and tires off of a 2004, 911 Turbo (hollow spoke which are lighter). They are 18 x 11 and 18 x 8 with Pirelli PZERO tires (295/30 & 225/40) with about 2500 kilometres on them. I bought them brand new out of the USA and was going to use them as a winter wheel and tire as they are much easier to clean than my three piece wheels but I have decided to not drive my car in the winter so I have no need for them. They bolt directly on any 993 or 996 Turbo or wide body car or they can be used as I did on a 930 Turbo with the proper H & R spacers which I have and will sell. These are a very nice look on any of the 911's that they fit. Please call David Howe @ 386-8070 in Victoria if you wish to view them or if you have any questions. $3000.00 obo.





�





"Now if I can only get the key in the door of the cabin." - David Seager


“All was going well until Dieter ran his bathtub Porsche over top of an elk and hi-sided on the antlers.” – Dave Manchip


“The first scheduled winter autocross for the Minsk Region wasn’t exactly what you’d call a complete success…” - Anonymous








�











CAPTION CONTEST








This month’s Caption Contest photo is pictured below so put on your thinking cap and mail in your best captions to the Editor! 














�





FOR SALE: 1972 Porsche 914 Tube frame semi-rolling (no wheels/tires) chassis. Sheridan fibreglass body (will fit on stock 914 tub), C2 front suspension, 928 S4 Big Black brakes, dual master cylinders, Kirkey race seats.  Lots of bits.  Price negotiable depending on what parts are wanted.  Take it all for $5k. Please call Jim Cole at (250) 592-8607 or e-mail to �HYPERLINK "mailto:jcole@slcl.net"��jcole@slcl.net�.





�





CAR CARE: For that hard to buy gift for your Porsche guy or gal, Shiney Car Products offers Sea Sponges, Clay Bars, Black Again, Organic Orange Cleaner, Victoria Wax and other fine Victoria Wax products. Please call Ernie Kowal at (250) 477-8914 for personal service and delivery.





FOR SALE: Bra and Bra Bag for 911 without a Chin Spoiler.  $40.  Call Gary at (250) 720-6675.














1718 West 3rd Ave.  Vancouver 604-736-7911








Come in and see Gary, Dana and crew for all your Porsche car needs!
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EDITORIAL: Statements appearing in the Porscher are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Porsche Club of America, the Vancouver Island Region, its Executives or the Editor. All articles and photographs are copyright the author or contributor. Permission for reprints or reproduction of the contents must be granted by the Editor and the author or contributor.





NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: is the last Friday of the month. Submissions received after this date will be used in the following issue of the Porscher.





SUBMISSIONS: Members are invited and encouraged to submit articles and photos that would be of interest to the club. Articles are preferred in Microsoft Word document format and photos in .jpg, .gif or.bmp formats. Please limit individual photo file sizes to 400kB or less to aid in keeping the Porscher a manageable size for our Website Director and Internet visitors. Please send submissions via e-mail to the Editor or C/C Newsletter Editor to:





VANCOUVER ISLAND REGION


PO BOX 48057


3575 Douglas Street


VICTORIA BC V8Z-3L6





Get connected! View the Porscher online at the club’s official website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.virpca.org" ��www.virpca.org�
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YOUR 2005 EXECUTIVE





President:�
Ken Glover


(250) 658-0925


� HYPERLINK mailto:ken@glover.bc.ca ��kenglover911@shaw.ca��
�
Vice President:�
Rick Kroeker


(250) 741-5503


� HYPERLINK "mailto:rkroeker@eao-bc.org" ��rkroeker@eao-bc.org��
�
Secretary:�
Position Open


�
�
Treasurer:�
Al Kyle


(250) 479-9176


� HYPERLINK "mailto:hakyle@canada.com" ��hakyle@canada.com��
�
Director:


(Membership)�
Luis Avila


(250) 598-1469


� HYPERLINK "mailto:bluerock@shaw.ca" ��bluerock@shaw.ca��
�
Director:


(Competition)�
Ernie Kowal


(250) 477-8914


� HYPERLINK mailto:thekowals@shaw.ca ��thekowals@shaw.ca��
�
Director:


(Newsletter)�
Position Open


�
�
Director:


(Website)�
James Bartlett


(250) 479-8266


� HYPERLINK "mailto:akira-design@shaw.ca" ��akira-design@shaw.ca��
�
Director:


(Up Island)�
Bruce Vanderkooi


(250) 390-2569


� HYPERLINK "mailto:bruce911@shaw.ca" ��bruce911@telus.net��
�
Past President:


(2003/4)�
Brian Nutt


(250) 708-0050


� HYPERLINK "mailto:bnutt@shaw.ca" ��bnutt@shaw.ca��
�
PCA Zone 6 Rep�
Linda Bein


(541) 593-9105


�HYPERLINK "mailto:porsha@bendnet.com"��porsha@bendnet.com��
�






�





In The Sixth Zone


Linda Bein


Zone 6 Representative








MONTH�
DATE�
TIME�
EVENT DESCRIPTION�
LOCATION�
CONTACT�
PHONE�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
May�
3�
7pm�
Club Meeting�
Shark Club, Victoria�
Ken Glover�
(250) 704-9775�
�
�
13-15�
�
Crowne Isle Weekend�
Courtenay BC�
Brian Nutt�
(250) 708-0050�
�
�
14�
8am�
Autocross #2�
Western Speedway�
Ernie Kowal�
(250) 477-8914�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
June�
7�
7pm�
Club Meeting�
TBA Nanaimo BC�
Ken Glover�
(250) 704-9775�
�
�
9-19�
�
Ron & Gary’s Crusade�
TBA�
Ron Young�
(250) 758-3364�
�
�
12�
2pm�
Autocross #3�
Western Speedway�
Ernie Kowal�
(250) 477-8914�
�
�
24-1�
�
Porsche Parade�
Hershey PA�
PCA�
N/A�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
July�
5�
7pm�
Club Meeting�
Shark Club, Victoria�
Ken Glover�
(250) 704-9775�
�
�
9�
TBA�
Driver Training�
Uvic�
Ernie Kowal�
(250) 477-8914�
�
�
17�
2pm�
Autocross #4�
Western Speedway�
Ernie Kowal�
(250) 477-8914�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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VVIR UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR



































FOR SALE: Trombone Oil Cooler for 911SC  $25.  Call Gary at (250) 720-6675.








�





Surprise! Yes, it’s me again… or still… anyway, I’m sure you’re all shocked that you’re holding yet another newsletter produced by yours-truly and here’s why: I love this club and the people in it and I couldn’t let you all down by dropping the Porscher cold turkey last month. So, I’m doing it this month instead… sorry folks. I’m still Porsche-less although I did take Brad’s lovely little 914 out for a feeler-cruise the other night so who knows how long it’ll be until another of Stuttgart’s finest is gracing my driveway. I’m starting to think not too long.  But for now, I’m still empty-nesting and until I rejoin the Porsche family, I will be taking my leave… again.





But wait, there’s more. Apparently there hasn’t been the expected frothing mass of volunteers fighting for this lofty position on the executive and I don’t understand why. Yes, it’s a good deal of work doing the newsletter but it doesn’t have to be. No one expects a glossy, professional publication every month; they just want something to thumb through while they’re sitting on the john. So step up, express yourself through this fantastic medium and do something selfless for the best Region in the PCA! Do it now! HURRY!





Help me please!!!! I am an early 911 enthusiast located in Southern  California.  I am looking for a nice pre-1974 911S. My top choice is any '67-'73 S coupe, although I will look at any softwindow S targas.  I will also consider any really nice E coupes. I am particularly fond of wild, period-correct early colors (tangerine, conda green, signal orange, gulf blue, etc.).  I get real excited over cool early options - i.e. sport seats, short ratio gears, rally tanks, lsd, etc.  Lastly, I prefer nice to very nice cars, rather than major projects.  No rust buckets please.


 


If you happen to know of anybody in your regions who may be a seller, I would be most appreciative of any leads.  Please email me contact info or feel free to have your members call me or email me directly. Even better, if you can post my info in your regional newsletter I would really appreciate it! Lastly, I am not a dealer, but rather just a passionate enthusiast looking for a new baby. 





Thanks in advance to all!


 


Rob Wolford


(949) 443-2233 home


(949) 823-7721 work.


(949) 355-6118 cell








SPEEDWAY MOTORS


250 475-2415





WHALE TAILS





THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN





BY KEN GLOVER











For Sale: 1978 911 SC Targa with 128000 kms. Guards Red over tan interior. Carrera tensioners, new ignition wires, SSI exhaust, calipers powder coated & resealed,  new brake pads @119000 kms, SS brake lines,  cross drilled rotors, powder coated 930 valve covers, oil cooler pipe replaced with SS lines & rad type cooler. Momo steering wheel, clutch disc relined, new carpet in trunk, Clarion sound system, 8 speakers (4 in Mach One under-dash panel), Yokohama A520 tires installed @ 116000 kms, new Boge front shocks, new Bilstein Sport rear shocks , Weltmeister short shift kit,  new targa top liner, new starter. Car painted May 01. Valves set, head studs torqued, oil changed @ 127890 kms. Asking $23,000.00. Please call Al Klus at (250) 923 1750. Vehicle located in Campbell River, BC.








The two-seat roadster segment is based largely on impulse and emotion. New roadsters sell well for a few years until they are deemed passé by the mix of enthusiasts and poseurs who consume them. In this constantly evolving segment, the Boxster is so immediately perfect and timeless that only light tweaks are necessary to keep it on top. Porsche knows when to change and, more important, when change is unnecessary. Mesmerizing and involving, the Boxster is a living being in a segment full of automatons. Experience Boxster at Speedway Motors.





FOR SALE: OEM electric mirrors ('78-94), OEM reflector (74-77), OEM rocker Metal & Rubber (78-89), OEM Bumper guards, bellows and rubber inserts (plus license lights) (74-89), fiberglass turbo tail (78-88), rear quarter windows & frames (opening). All non-rubber parts currently black, in fair to excellent condition. Am not expecting retail value (approx.$3k plus usd) and am open to realistic offers.  Please contact Timothy Wood at �HYPERLINK "mailto:twood2@shaw.ca"��twood2@shaw.ca� or (250) 754-8863 in Nanaimo.





FOR SALE: 1958-62 356 hubcaps with Porsche logo centers. Not perfect, but in OK condition. Also have workshop manual and driver’s handbook from a 1958 356B. If interested, call Gordon Thompson at (250) 477-4640.








I would like to explain to you how our Autocrosses are planned. Sometime in October or November of 2004 I started negotiations with the various owners of the Autocross venues where we hold our events. The dates that are now unfolding were planned at least six months ago. If I were sure that the weather would be perfect that too would have been included in the plan. I guess what I’m trying to say is this, if there is an event scheduled for a certain day and the weather is lousy, trust me it wasn’t planned that way. The day may not be perfect, but your volunteers are still out there and the event is organized as though all was well with the weather. Many times the organizers wait for people to show up but if it’s not a perfect day folks have a tendency to stay at home. It’s a good thing that the organizers don’t think that way or we would be canceling a lot of events throughout the year. So come out and support the events, regardless of the weather. There is no worse feeling to an organizer to have everything ready to go and have only a few members show up for the event because the weather isn’t exactly to their liking. Hey we can’t control Mother Nature!




















WANTED:  Newsletter Editor & Secretary – NOW !!!





We’ve just been informed that our Editor and his wife have sold their stable of Porsches and, after much soul-searching, have decided not to renew their membership at the end of April. So, we need a couple of volunteers to fill the gaping hole left by their impending departure. Both Dave and Simone Manchip have said they will ensure there is a smooth transition to the new volunteers. So……





Unless there is a volunteer newsletter editor out there, this will be the last Porscher until we find one. All future notifications will be by email, so if you don’t have email and want to be notified of our future events by snail mail, you’ll have to inform our Secretary….oops, we don’t have one of those either, so leave your name and address on Ken Glover’s voicemail at work (250) 995-4244, and we’ll send your future notices by mail.  Please call the same number if you’d like to volunteer for either position.





On behalf of all Club members, I’d like to thank Dave and Simone for their countless hours working for the Club over the past years. Dave’s efforts as Editor were highlighted 2 years ago when his newsletter placed 2nd in the PCA National Awards. I’m sure he’d have won 1st place for us last year if he hadn’t missed the deadline for entry. Thanks for all your work Dave & Simone, and all your participation in Club events over the years.





























FOR SALE: Momo Prototipo steering wheel with the crest and the hub adapter. The adapter hub and the crest look virtually new. The   steering wheel has some very shallow nicks in it, in some places, but the leather and stitching itself is completely fine, no hint of general breakdown. My price is $275 CAD. Please call Robert at (250) 721-7532 days or (250) 380-9881 eves/weekends.





�











FOR SALE: 1987 Porsche 911 Turbo: 80K miles, B&B Headers, Electromotive Crankfire Ignition, 1 bar waste gate, Monty Muffler, more!





This car is in great shape and is stupid fast. Asking $37K USD. Please contact Jim Cole at (250) 592-8607 or e-mail to � HYPERLINK "mailto:jcole@slcl.net" ��jcole@slcl.net�.





�








FOR SALE: 1986 930 Turbo - Guards Red with full Black leather interior. This car is absolutely stunning and was the proud winner of the show n' shine as chosen by fellow Porsche owners at the 2004 Crown Isle retreat for the Porsche club. I bought this car about 16 months ago from a very good friend who had owned it for the previous 7 years and he bought it from the fanatical original owner. I paid $40,000.00 for it which was a very good price considering that the car was nearly flawless. I have since spent $30,000.00 on it and the list of tasteful modifications and upgrades would be too long to list and probably remember! 





If you have questions or want to see the car please call David Howe in Victoria at (250) 386-8070. Did I mention that this car is very quick, it is also very reliable. If you wish to get a totally unbiased opinion about this car and the history of it please call Dave Moyes at Speedway Motors in Victoria. 





This car is a great buy at $50,000.00 firm. Please do not waste your time nor mine unless you are looking for as nice of a 930 as you are likely to see and $50,000.00 is what you are willing to pay.





FOR SALE: Bridgestone S0-2 tires. 2- 205/50ZR17  7/32” tread left (new 10/32”)  2- 255/40ZR17  4/32” tread left (new 10/32”) $250  Call Gary Glover at (250) 720-6675.





�








FOR SALE: F/g rear bumper for '74-83 911 for turbo upgrade, also fr valance with rubber chin, spoiler for same. Targa top, rear speaker tray for '77 911. 150 speedo, tach and gauge package for early '70's 911. Autocross muffler SSI, dual in single out, 2 months old. Please call Vic at (250) 477-0422.

















�





Many of the Zone 6 websites have a new look.  Take some time to look at all region websites to get an idea of what is happening elsewhere in our zone!





The Zone 6 Presidents' Meeting was held in Portland in March and eleven regions were represented.  Those who attended came away, I believe, with a greater understanding of the workings of PCA, what can be done to better represent each region's membership, and the importance of risk management at EVERY event.  We were given a sneak preview of things that will be happening at Parade 2006 - in Portland.  It is hoped that ALL of us will give the Oregon Region lots of help where and when it is needed!





Portland International Raceway has been chosen to be one of five tracks where the new IMSA GT3 Cup series will be presented.  Zone 6 will be very involved as we provide support for a Porscheplatz (Porsche Owners Corral) hosted by IMSA, American Le Mans Series, and PCNA. We will aid PCA in gathering volunteers and planning for this certain-to- be fun event!





Everyone knows by now that PCA is celebrating its 50th anniversary and it is hoped that EVERY region will have some type of event to honor this milestone in Porsche history.





Parade 2005 is getting closer and to those from Zone 6 who will be attending:  I will be hosting a get-together sometime during the week, so watch for an announcement of date, place and time!  And here is a reminder; awards will be presented at Hershey for various region and individual accomplishments.  Please ask your region president for information - and ENTER!





Two Zone 6 regions are celebrating their 30th anniversaries - Big Sky and Canada West.  Banners will be presented.  Congratulations!





May we drive - safely - forever!

















�





Now is the season to support our sponsors, so make sure to let our sponsors know you’re a club member when you are supporting them.  This month our sponsors are supporting our three day event at Crown Isle – check with Brian Nutt to see if you can still register for the event that starts on Friday evening, May 13, 2005 in Courtenay.  





Don’t forget to use your Porsche Cars of North America gift certificate that you got last Fall if you were a member in May 2004.  We won these gift certificates for being the fastest growing Region (percentage-wise) of the 140 Regions of our Club.  Apparently, we’re currently in 4th place this year and we’re not even trying.  We were at 121 members on April 5, 2005! Those gift certificates expire on May 31, 2005 so hurry to Speedway or any other authorized Porsche dealer to use them up.  





Due to work commitments, David Howe has stepped down as our Treasurer.  Thanks for giving it a whirl Dave.  Al Kyle has volunteered to fill in as Treasurer for the balance of the year.  Thanks Al!  Anyone want to be the Secretary or Editor?  Volunteers needed for both those positions too!





This will be Dave Manchip’s last edition of the Porscher. Dave has been our Editor for about 3 years and has won awards for our newsletter for 2002 and will likely win for 2004 as well. He’d surely have won in 2003 too, if he hadn’t forgotten the submission deadline. Thanks for keeping us all so well informed over the last 3 years Dave, we’ll really miss your talents. 





Ever thought you would like to be an open wheel racer?  Read my article elsewhere in this Newsletter for my story and my experience at the Derek Daly Academy of High Performance Driving.





Keep them clean and keep all four tires on the asphalt.








FOR SALE: Boxster Factory Sport Exhaust System – Used. A stainless steel sports exhaust system. Offers a fuller more powerful sound. Distinctive tailpipe design and visible bypass pipes. Fully polished to a high gloss finish. Fits 2.7L and 3.2L Boxster and S up to and including 2002 model year. Will also fit 2.5L with additional hardware.  Looks great – sounds better. New cost is over $2000.00 at dealer. Will sell for $1200.00.  Please contact Ron Young @ 250-758-3364 or golfster986@shaw.ca for pictures and better information.








FOR SALE: 1993 911 RS America Race Car: ALL the legal Production mods for PCA club racing. Very fast for a production car!  Still has stereo, electric windows, electric sunroof, alarm etc. 2750lbs legal production weight, around 300hp.  Asking $37K USD. Please contact Jim Cole at (250) 592-8607 or e-mail to � HYPERLINK "mailto:jcole@slcl.net" ��jcole@slcl.net�.





�














Lots of exciting things are happening in Zone 6 and the driving season is just getting started in most regions!





Bravo to Polar Region for raising over $16000.00 (Canadian) for the Edmonton Garrison Military Family Resource Centre!  Other regions have some great plans for charity events for 2005.  Please remember to send your charity subsidy request to me at least three weeks (earlier, if possible) before the event. 




















